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Mr. Price continued the reading of his communication upon 
" The Family as an Element of Government." 

Pending nomination No. 508 was read. 

The letter of the Secretary of the Royal Society was then 
considered, and on motion, the subject was referred to the 
Secretaries, with power to act. 

And the Society was adjourned. 



Stated Meeting, February 19, 1864. 

Present, fifteen members. 
Dr. Wood, President, in the Chair. 

A letter accepting membership was received from Thomas 
Chase, dated West Haverford, February 18th, 1864. 

Letters acknowledging the receipt of publications were re- 
ceived from the German Geological Society, Berlin, Novem- 
ber 5th, and the University of Toronto, February 8th, 1864, 
and a photograph of Mr. Fraley for the Album. 

Donations for the Library were received from the Vaudois 
Society of Sciences, and the Museum at Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts. 

An obituary notice of Dr. Darlington was read by Mr. T. 
P. James. 

AN OBITUARY NOTICE OP DR. WILLIAM DARLINGTON, 

Read before the American Philosophical Society, February 19th, 
1864, by Mr. T. P. James. 

The usual reproach charged upon scientific men, of unfitness for 
the duties of practical life, cannot be urged against the subject of this 
sketch, for versatility of talents, joined with great executive ability, 
caused his opinion to be eagerly sought for, and his judgment highly 
valued. 

William Darlington in early life had few educational advantages ; 
possessing, however, energy of character and great perseverance, he 
was enabled by his fondness for study to enrich his mind with lore 
from the writings of the best authors in most of the ancient and 
modern languages. He had the rare faculty of improving every 
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father and patriarch of the beautiful town he had for fifty-five years 
watched over, and with which his name will ever be identified. 

I will close this tribute to a tried and faithful friend with a quota- 
tion he has on a like occasion adopted. 

" Manibus date lilia plenis : 

Purpureos spargam flores, animamque Amici 
His saltern accumulem donis, et fungar inani 
Munere." 

" Handfuls of fresh and fragrant lilies bring, 
Mixed with the purple roses of the Spring: 
Let me with funeral flowers his body strew; 
This mournful duty to my friend I owe, — 
This unavailing gift at least I may bestow." 

A letter was read from Prof. Zantedeschi, of Padua, dated 
January 7 6, 1864, offering for publication in the Transac- 
tions of the Society an Italian manuscript, entitled " Capo III. 
Dei risultamenti ottenuti da uno nuova analisi dello spectro 
luminoso," which on motion of Prof. Coppee was referred to a 
committee, consisting of Prof. Kendall, Prof. Lesley, and Dr. 
Bridges. 

A communication was read from Mr. Buckingham Smith, 
dated New York, February 15th, 1864, addressed to Mr. 
John W. Field, 243 South 18th Street, Philadelphia, and 
communicated to the Society through Mr. Benjamin Gerhard, 
offering for publication by the Society a communication en- 
titled " Grave Creek Mound, and certain Inscriptions on 
Stone, found in the Northern Atlantic States, incidental to 
its History," which was read by the Secretary, and after re- 
marks by Dr. Coates, Prof. Trego. Dr. Le Conte, and Prof. 
Haldeman, was on motion referred to a committee consisting 
of Prof. Haldeman, Mr. Chase, and Dr. Le Conte. 

Prof. Haldeman presented a curiously formed pebble, taken 
from the bottom of an excavation in the Valley of the Susque- 
hanna, to illustrate the very artificial aspect which purely 
natural objects of this kind sometimes wear. 

Mr. Chase referred to a paper on caloric, lately published 
by Mr. Colburn, and discussed its bold but violent hypothe- 
sis of the generation of the diurnal maximum of heat from 
the conversion of the earth's rotary velocity. Mr. Briggs 
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and Prof. Cresson continued the discussion, by reference to 
Tyndall's observations on the heat-absorbing capacity of 
aqueous vapor, furnishing, in fact, the only sound basis for 
explaining the variations of the daily climate. 

The minutes of the Board of Officers and Members in 
Council were read. 

Pending nominations 508, and new nominations 509 to 
518 were read. 

The bill of Pawson & Nicholson was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

The Library Committee reported as follows : 

At an adjourned meeting of the Library Committee, Feb- 
ruary 19th, 1864, the resolution offered at the stated meeting 
of the Society, October 2d, 1863, and referred to the Library 
Committee to report thereon, was considered, and on motion 
of Mr. Price the following resolution was offered to the 
Society, viz. : Resolved, That the Catalogue, as far as printed, 
be distributed to such as agree, by subscription, to take the 
whole volume of three parts, at the price fixed upon by the 
Society, payable when the second part shall be delivered. 
On motion the resolution of the Committee was agreed to by 
the Society. 

The Society was then adjourned. 



Stated Meeting, March 4, 1864. 

Present, thirty-four members. 

Dr. Wood, President, in the Chair. 

Prof. Chase, a recently elected member, was introduced to 
the President, and took his seat. 

A letter acknowledging the receipt of publications was 
received from the Natural History Society of Newcastle on 
Tyne, dated February 4th, 1864. 

A letter respecting transmitted manuscripts was received 
from Prof. Zantedeschi, dated February 7th, 1864. 



